SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 


SILENT KEY 


It is with regret that we have to announce that Hugo Beyers, ZS6OH, passed 
away on Saturday the 24th of January at the age of 81. After matriculation 
Hugo served as a radio operator with the SAAF in North Africa and Italy 
during the second world war. He obtained his amateur radio licence in 1946 
when he was a student at Stellenbosch University and he was active ever since. 
He was a founder member of many SARL branches and also served on the club 
committees. For a period he served the SARL as Hamnet co- ordinator. Hugo 
was also a member of the so called “Dagbreekspan”, a group of amateurs who 
get together on 80 m, six days a week, as early as propagation conditions permit. 
It was only exceptional conditions that would prevent him from joining the early 
morning net. 


Our deepest sympathies go to his wife Francis, their children, grandchildren, 
other relatives and friends. May he rest in peace. 


(PAUSE). 

In the news today: 

RAE EXAMINATION DATES FOR 2004 ANNOUNCED 
RAE QUESTION POOL 

NOMINATIONS FOR SARL AWARDS INVITED 


SA AMATEUR RADIO DEVELOPMENT TRUST ANNOUNCE A DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION PROJECT COMPETITION 


AO-40 AILING 
Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 


Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail. 
RAE EXAMINATION DATES FOR 2004 ANNOUNCED 


The dates for the Radio Amateurs’ Examination for 2004 have been agreed as 
follows: 


May 2004: 


Date of examination: Thursday 20th May, 19:00-22:00; Closing date for enrol- 
ments: 15th April. 


November 2004: 


Date of examination: Thursday 18th November 2004, 19:00-22:00; Closing date 
for enrolments: 14th October. 


The dates mentioned on certain early versions of the 2004 diary of events were 
incorrect. Please correct all records to agree with the above dates. 


The standard fee remains at R450-00, which includes all fees levied by ICASA. 


Please note that until the proposed new regulations have been accepted and 
signed by the Minister of Communications, the syllabus and all other conditions 
relating to the Radio Amateurs’ Examination remain unchanged. Candidates 
must obtain a minimum mark of 40% in both sections of the examination, and 
must obtain an overall pass mark of 50%. Note also that the Class B examination 
is not currently offered. 


RAE QUESTION POOL 


Council has adopted the recommendations of the recent review of the RAE 
syllabus and examination by the Education Councillor Andrew Roos, ZS1AN. 
One of these recommendations is that the use of a publicly available question 
bank for the RAE be phased out. 

This will start with the next RAE in May 2004 and it is anticipated that at 
least 20% of the questions in the May examination will not be taken from 
the question bank and will not have appeared in previous examinations. RAE 
Course instructors are requested to ensure that they teach the entire syllabus 
and do not rely on their pupils memorizing the answers to the questions found 
in the online question bank. 


NOMINATIONS FOR SARL AWARDS INVITED 
Nominations are invited from SARL Members for the following awards: 


Arthur Hemsley 2 metre Trophy:- Awarded by Council to a Radio Amateur 
for his/her individual achievements with transmissions in the 2 metre amateur 
band. This award is made for extra-ordinary performance on EME or modes 
such as Tropospheric propagation etc. It is not for the longest distance worked 
but rather for the persistence in achieving something special on 2 metres. 


Barney Joel Trophy:- Awarded by Council to any member of the SARL for 
the best performance during the year whilst working HF mobile. This award 
could be made for performance by an individual in rally or other public event 
communication etc. 


Joseph White Plaque:- Awarded by Council to any member of the SARL for 
exceptional achievements in the 432 MHz band during the past year. This is 
not awarded for the longest distance worked, but for all round achievements. 


Bert Buckley Six metre Trophy:- Awarded by Council to any radio amateur for 
his/her individual achievements with transmissions in the six metre amateur 
band. 

This award is not for the longest distance worked but for outstanding work or 
activity on six metres. 


Radio ZS VHF Trophy:- Awarded by Council to the amateur who achieved the 
longest distance on the 2 metre amateur band during the year. 


Nominations and recommendations accompanied by full details, documentary 
proof etc. for consideration by Council must reach the SARL before or on 15 
February 2004. 


SA AMATEUR RADIO DEVELOPMENT TRUST ANNOUNCE A DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION PROJECT COMPETITION 


The South African Amateur Radio Development Trust has launched a design 
and construction project for a mixer/controller unit. The project is in response 
to the SARL request for such a unit to facilitate various programmes such as 
the Chairman’s net and other on the air discussion and education projects. The 
unit will typically connect the inputs end outputs of several transceivers, a 
microphone, tape and other audio devices. 


The competition will be run in two parts. The first part is the design of the 
unit and the second part the construction of a working model. The winner of 
the design competition will receive a cheque of R2000. A maximum of R3000 
will be made available to the winner to construct a working unit, which will be 
used by the SARL President or any other person running the President’s net. 


The entries must BE fully documented. After evaluation of the working model 
the design will be made available to clubs and other groups or individuals who 
have a need for such a unit. 


To participate you need to register with the SA Amateur Radio Development 
Trust by sending your contact details by email to saardt@intekom.co.za or by 
fax to 012 991 5651. You will receive a specification document setting the 
requirements. The closing date for the design is 29 February 2004. 


AO-40 AILING 


The following sad news is an extract from the ARRL newsletter: 


Ground controllers for the AO-40 satellite are trying to figure out just what 
happened to cause a significant drop in the spacecraft’s bus voltage, taking it 
off the air. The satellite remains silent in the wake of a precipitous voltage 
drop from around 26 volts down to 18 volts early on January 27 (UTC). AO-40 
controllers are fairly certain that one or more shorted battery cells are at the root 
of the problem. Efforts to restart the satellite’s 2,4-GHz downlink transmitter 
have been unsuccessful. 


After the initial problems encountered with AO-40, ground controllers were able 
to get AO-40 partially up and running again, and the satellite’s transponders 
have been in active use since 2001. AO-40 had been operating with 435 MHz 
and 1,2 GHz uplinks and a 2,4 GHz downlink and beacon. 


AMSAT engineers and scientists are optimistic about the chances of recovering 
but-—like the NASA Spirit problem— it may take some time to accomplish. 


Stacey Mills, W4SM, of the AO-40 command team, who concedes that he’s 
“lived and breathed AO-40” for more than four years said “If it’s at all possible 
to bring AO-40 back, we will. No success for even weeks or months does not 
mean that we won't eventually be successful. We will sure keep trying.” 


SARLNEWS trusts that their efforts will be successful. 
ACTIVITIES IN WHICH TO PARTICIPATE 


14 February - Kids Day. The SAARDT design competition which closes on the 
29th February. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by George, 
ZS6NE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


